THE BEST MAN WITH THE BEST GIFTS
1 Samuel 10:17 – 11:15

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, as ordinary men and women, boys and girls, it doesn't matter how good the very best we do is; it doesn't matter how good, naturally, we are; it is not pleasing to God! 

Out of great grace, and in spite of their sin, the Lord gives Israel the best man, and he gives him the best gifts. But the very best that a natural man can do, cannot bring the kingdom of God and cannot please God. 

Earlier, at Ramah, the people had asked for a king. God told Samuel to go along with their request but he gave Samuel no further instructions. So Samuel sent the people home. That, interestingly, is exactly how Samuel had told Saul to act in the previous chapter, chapter ten that we looked at last week. When Saul became king, if any crisis arose he was to wait for up to seven days for Samuel to come and give him the Word of the Lord. Otherwise he was to sit tight and do nothing. 

But last week God had spoken to Samuel and he had, therefore, anointed Saul king. Well, that's all very well for Samuel and it's all very well for Saul, but the people know nothing about it. How would they know that God had chosen Saul to be king?  So Samuel called the people before the Lord at Mizpah and then, by a fairly standard procedure, made the Lord's choice known to the people. By a publicly drawn lot, first of all a tribe was chosen, Benjamin; then, by drawing the lot again, a clan was taken; then, by drawing the lot again, a family, the family of Kish; and finally, the man, Saul. That was how Moses had uncovered Achan as the one who had sinned at Jericho and caused Israel's defeat at Ai. 

And, by-the-bye, there might be a parallel here with the idea of an inward and an outward call to office in the Church. The method is different but the idea is similar. A man must believe himself called of God to the office of minister or elder or deacon before he can accept that office. But the people also have a right to know that God has called him and an opportunity to accept him as from God. Therefore we also have a public procedure of testing and examination and selection. 

The people had demanded a king. So God gave them Saul, precisely to show them that even the very best man of this world, with the very best equipment for the job, cannot please God, cannot bring the Kingdom of God, cannot rule over the people of God as God would have them ruled. Of course, later on we find out that David, a "man after God's own heart," doesn't do a great job either. But the people have got to get their own choice out of the way first. God has to show them what the very best man as king "like the kings of the nations round about," even with the gift of the Holy Spirit for the work, will degenerate into. 

And congregation, naturally speaking, Saul is a great man. He is quite messiah-like in many ways. Yet, as we shall find later, being merely a natural man, he cannot handle a messianic task. And that is a lesson that none of the leaders of the world understand. But what Scripture is trying to teach us at the moment is how messiah-like, how noble a natural man, created in God's image, may be; and yet, in the end, fail. Saul is, first of all,

1.	THE BEST MAN
And in every way. Physically, he was head and shoulders above everybody else. In verse twenty-four Saul says to all the people, "Do you see him whom the Lord has chosen? Surely there is no-one like him among all the people. And the people shouted and said, 'Long live the King.'" In so many ways, he showed himself as Christ-like as a natural man may be. And there are three things in particular that shine through. The most obvious, first of all, is that 

i)	he was humble. 
Saul was all very embarrassed about this business. After he had been chosen by lot he couldn't be found. He was hiding over there amongst the wagons and the pots and pans. And he didn't make himself apparent in response to a yell either. The people had to resort to the urim and the thumim, those two bits of equipment we don't really know what they were but which priests were given to find out the Lord's will, and then drag him into their midst. And after it was all over he simply went back home and picked up where he left off. He gets the oxen out and goes to work in the fields. 

Brothers and sisters, young people, do you want to know how to do something great for God? – because even very early here Saul did something great for God. The way to do it is to begin by doing the ordinary everyday work well and in a humble and contented spirit. And most of us won't get past that. Yet still we will hear the Lord say to us, "Well done, good and faithful servant." But if you want to get past that you've still got to start there. Didn't Jesus say that "the greatest in the kingdom of heaven must become a servant of all." That's how Moses was. How did God find Moses when he called him from the burning bush? He was in the desert tending his father-in-law's sheep, "the meekest man that ever lived." David also was a humble shepherd boy. The Lord Jesus Christ was a humble carpenter. "I am meek and humble in heart," he said. So first of all Saul was humble. Secondly, 

ii) 	he depended upon the direction and the Word of the Lord. 
The reason Saul went home and carried on with the farm work was because Samuel had sent the people home and Saul had no word from the Lord to do anything else. At this stage the people had only asked for "a king to deliver them from their enemies." At present there were no enemies threatening them. There was no "occasion requiring action" on his part, as verse seven of chapter ten put it. And when the occasion did arise he did exactly as Samuel told him the other day. 

When he got this bad news from Jabesh Gilead and called the people to him, we may take it that it was with Samuel's agreement that he called the people because he said, "Whoever does not come out after Saul and after Samuel, his oxen will be chopped into pieces likewise." Then, after the show is all over, Samuel "took the people to Gilgal to renew the kingdom and so all the people make Saul king before the Lord." So we can see that Saul had Samuel's approval here. He was working in accordance with the instructions he was given. 

When we come to David, we see the same thing. "David delighted in the law of the Lord and meditated in it day and night," as we just sang. Solomon also, David's successor, asked the Lord for "wisdom to judge this great people." And finally when Jesus Christ, the great King, came, he came to do only "the will of my father in heaven. Even as it is written in your book, oh my God. Your law is within my heart," Psalm forty. 

Saul was humble. He worked only according to the direction and the Word of the Lord. And thirdly,
iii)	he was wise and merciful. 
After Samuel proclaimed the Lord's choice before the people, we read in verse twenty-six that "some valiant men whose hearts God had touched went with him." And apparently the people brought Saul gifts (v.27). These men might have been valiant in the sense of brave but the word can mean different things. Kish, Saul's father "was a man mighty in valour", chapter nine tells us. The word can mean noble or respected or having an excellent character. In the Book of Ruth, Boaz calls Ruth "a woman of excellence." It is the same word. So what you have here is noble men, honourable men, recognizing that the Lord had appointed Saul and following him. But then there were these low-life who said, "How can this fellow who hides among the baggage deliver us? And they despised him and brought him no present." 

A small-minded man would have had to deal with fellows like that. Self-important people can't abide that sort of thing, their status being contested. As the proverb says, "The earth groans under a slave become a king." But Saul kept silent. Literally, it is "as if he were deaf." He turned a deaf ear. He made out he hadn't seen them. That, too, showed a princely characteristic. Proverbs says, "It is an honor to a king to overlook a (personal) offence."  

We see it again after the battle with Ammon is won. The people say, "Now where are those fellows who said, 'Shall Saul reign over us?' Bring them here that we may put them to death!" But Saul would have none of it; and for a very interesting reason. He says in verse thirteen, "Not a man shall be put to death this day, for today the Lord has accomplished deliverance in Israel." The Lord had delivered them that day and Saul realized it. And because the Lord had been gracious to them all that day, Saul was going to be likewise. Isn't that exactly what the Lord Jesus Christ teaches us? We are to pray, "Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those that trespass against us." The grace to forgive others is a proof that we have received the grace of Christ forgiving us. And if we cannot be gracious and forgive others, then we may well doubt if we have received the grace of forgiveness ourselves. 

And congregation, that sort of thing comes back on us as it came back on Saul. Proverbs eleven says, "The merciful man does himself good." So years later when Saul was pursuing David to take his life, David was often merciful to him and saved his life. And as Jesus taught us to do, he himself did, "Father forgive them," he said at the cross, "for they do not know what they're doing." And, "when they reviled him, he did not revile again." 

Congregation, in Saul even as a natural man we have a wonderful man. It may seem a bit of a trivial example, but I remember when I first started high school, my father bought me a new bike. That was one of only two brand new bikes that I can remember coming into our family, not because we were particularly poor; we weren't. But he said to me when he gave it to me, "Well son, that's the best that money can buy." I don't suppose it was by a long shot but maybe it was the best that his money could buy. Saul is a little bit like that. Naturally speaking, Saul is the best man that mankind can throw up. Physically he's a fine specimen. Morally, at the beginning of his reign, he is noble. I guess we would refer to him as one of 'nature's gentlemen'. But he failed in the end because he was only a natural man. 

Congregation, not only did God in his grace, give the people the very best man they could have, naturally speaking, but he also gave that man, secondly, 

2.	THE VERY BEST GIFTS. 
They were three. 
i)	The Law of God. 
We read in verse twenty-five of chapter ten, "Then Samuel told the people the ordinances of the kingdom and wrote them in the book and placed it before the Lord." That law and that book was as much given to the people as to Saul. We are not actually told what that law of the kingdom was but it is almost certainly the instructions Moses gave in Deuteronomy seventeen about what any future king over Israel was to be like. He was not to go to Egypt to multiply horses. In other words, he was not to have a standing army, which was exactly what the people wanted. He was not to accumulate great wealth. He was not to accumulate many wives. And he himself was to write out the whole Law of God in his own hand and place it before the Lord because the king also was under the Law every bit as much as the people. God gave to Saul the Word of God. 

ii)	God gave Saul the Spirit of God. And how he gave it! 
Just over the Jordan in a city called Jabesh, Nahash the King of Ammon, was threatening the people. For some reason he was very confident that the people could not gather other Israelites to come and help them, so he gives them time to try. And he says, "If you want to surrender to me, this is the only deal I will make: I will let you live but I will gouge out your right eyes." Perhaps you remember from the book of Judges, it was not so many years before that Jephthah had roundly defeated the Ammonites. Well, now it was pay-back time and Ammon was going to make these men of Jabesh-Gilead "a reproach before all Israel" out of vengeance. When Saul heard about it we read that "The Spirit of God came upon him mightily and he burned with anger." He cut up his oxen into twelve bits and had them delivered Fast-post throughout Israel with the threat that "if anybody does not follow me, the same will be done to his oxen." 

Taking out a bloke's ox in those days was a bit like smashing Farmer Brown's brand new John Deere tractor. It's typical Benjamin-speak. It reminds us of that Levite in Benjamin who did the same thing with his dead concubine. They really believed in talking in pictures, those Benjamites. But it was effective because we read, "Then the dread of the Lord fell on the people and they came out as one man." 

Saul was given the Word of God. He was given the Spirit of God. And thirdly, 
iii)	God have him a victory, to vindicate him before the people, as God's choice. 
Saul acknowledges that it was a deliverance from the Lord and in all of this we see something else that is like the Messiah, that is like the great and only real Saviour. 
#	After David was anointed by Samuel, when he went to visit his brothers when they were lined up facing Goliath, they said to him, "What are you doing here? Run along home to the sheep." They rejected him. 
#	With Jesus, too, in spite of receiving the Holy Spirit in power, just like Saul, and doing numerous miracles to demonstrate it, the Jewish leaders refused to recognize him. "Ah! He's casting out demons by the power of demons," they said. And at the cross, "If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.  Ha! He saved others, but he can't save himself." 

# 	So these men, too, reject God's anointed, "How can this fellow save us?" But, "despised and rejected of men," God vindicated his Son with a great victory. He raised him from the dead. He seated him at his own right hand on David's throne in heaven. As God vindicated Saul with that victory, he now confirms to him the kingdom. Verse fourteen, "Then Samuel said to the people, 'Come, let us go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom there.' So all the people went to Gilgal and there they made Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal." 

At Ramah, Samuel indicated to Saul God's choice. At Mizpah, Samuel indicated to the people God's choice. At Gilgal, because of this victory, the people affirm that he is their choice too. Through the victory the reproach that some had cast upon him was removed. "And the people made Saul king before the Lord." 

CONCLUSION
"How can this fellow deliver us?" That's the question that this chapter is answering. That fellow could deliver Israel only by the gifts that God gave him: his Word to guide, his Spirit to empower, and then, simply waiting on the Lord, keeping his Word, giving obedience, the Lord vindicates the man of his choice.  

In his grace, God gave the people the very best man they could possibly have to fulfill their desire for "a king like the nations round about." 
#	And Saul was like David, God's real anointed, in many ways. He was like Christ even. Only, about the Lord Jesus we read, "He had no outward beauty that we should desire him." Saul had it all. Head and shoulders above all the people, yet still he was despised and rejected by some. 
#	But, like David and like the Lord Jesus Christ, he was magnanimous. He was gracious in the face of that rejection. He was forgiving. 
#	Like David and like the Lord Jesus Christ, he was empowered by the Spirit and "dread fell on all the people." Do you remember the time when the people of Nazareth wanted to cast Jesus over a cliff and he turned around and simply walked through their midst. They couldn't touch him. In Gethsemane when that party went to arrest him, they fell on their faces before him when Jesus spoke to them. The fear of him fell on them.

Saul had it all. But as God said later to Samuel, "Man looks on the outward appearance, God looks on the heart." Who would have thought that in this victory this was a false start? that Saul was still unregenerate? that he wasn't really God's man at all? But a natural man, as truly humanly good as he might be, even given some gifts by the Holy Spirit and great gifts they were, is still only a natural man, all outward appearance.

This is the man the people wanted. God was not grudging in going along with their desires. He gave them the very best, in their sin even. Maybe you get tired of hearing about that. Interestingly we were talking about it in Session the other day in our preaching review. But there it is, right in our text, verse seventeen. "Thereafter Samuel called the people together to the Lord at Mizpah and he said to the sons of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel. I brought Israel up from Egypt and I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the power of all the kingdoms that were oppressing you – right through the times of the Judges – but today you rejected your God who delivers you from all your calamities and your distress and you say, 'No, but set a king over us'." Samuel seems to be doing this almost under duress. 

The reason I decided some time ago to preach through First Samuel was because I thought it would give us the answer, the key to how Samuel brought revival and renewal to the nation of Israel after all those terrible things that happened in the times of the Judges. Well here it is. The very first thing is: we've got to deal with sin and we've got to deal with it decisively. If we don't, God will just give us an ordinary man. And he might be a good man and he might be a great man and God might even give him gifts for the job. But he's just an ordinary man and he will fail. "I hope you learn the lesson," God is saying to Israel here. Jesus said, "Without me, you can do nothing." 

Brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ, the world does need leaders today and the Church needs leaders but it has to be God's man in God's time and in God's way. Let's not be like Israel. Let's learn a bit quicker than they did. Let's learn from their example and the Lord will bless us and the Lord will use us. He will give us men not only gifted by himself, but he will give us men "after his own heart," regenerate and desirous only to serve him. 
Amen.
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